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Letter to the Editor

Quantitative Dengue Test: Is it Practical for Clinical Practice?
Viroj Wiwanitkit
Thai POCT forum coordinator, Bangkok, Thailand Correspondence

Dear Editor, dengue is an important tropical infection. This is a mosquito borne disease. I got a question
whether the use of new quantitative dengue test was practical for clinical practice. Indeed, the new quantita-
tive dengue test is usually PCR based diagnostic tool (1). It is widely mentioned for usefulness in diagnosis.
It is no doubt that it might be applicable for transfusion medine and blood banking (1 — 2). However, it
might not be superior to the simple serotype investigation by antibody test. The possible reasons include 1)
although the new quantitative dengue test is helpful for early detection in case with low level of viremia
however the patient in this stage has no fever and never visit to the physician. In addition, there is no rec-
ommendation for routine screening, 2) although the quantitative test can be helpful for serological classifi-
cation this can be performed by simple serological test. In addition, the serotype is not generally determined.
In endemic area, it is useful for prevention, planning for disease control, not the treatment. There is no dif-
ference in fluid therapy protocol in different serotype infections and 3) quantitative test is not useful in fol-
lowing up since there is no use of antiviral treatment in dengue and the dengue viremia has no relationship
to outcome. The parameters that relate to outcome are hematocrit and platelet count.
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